Late death after arterial switch operation for transposition of the great arteries.
Fifty-nine patients survived for more than 1 month after an arterial switch operation (ASO). Diagnoses in these patients included transposition of the great arteries in 27, transposition of the great arteries with ventricular septal defect in 28, and double-outlet right ventricle in four. There were six late deaths (10%) during the follow-up period, and all of them occurred suddenly and unexpectedly. Four of the six late deaths were in patients who had undergone ASO in the neonatal period. Late deaths occurred from 40 days to 10 months after the operation. Autopsies were performed in all six patients. The cause of these late deaths was acute myocardial infarction. Five patients died of subendocardial infarction resulting from stenosis of the left main coronary artery. On pathologic examination, a fibrocellular intimal thickening was noted at the proximal region of the right and left coronary arteries, which resulted in 80% stenosis on average.